•Dear i-'&ult, (JLJ u/ |<t 

^ .i as aot taking: the tisse to find what it was I said I couldn*t go to the Archives 
Jof^but I an takiEg the tine to respond to your needlessly Insulting letter of the 3rd. 

In you. have struck one of the chords to which I react Host strongly, the financial 
situation I have tolerated these Many years to do the work 1 do and to wipe tks asses 
or ta® iiass&tur© that this also has required. 

'fhis is not the first tine I have suggested to you that you look into your own head 
instead of presiding to know what is la Kind. x t will, however, be the last. At past 
61 r just can t continue to waste this kind of tiuo and still do what I want to. 

source of your iacoae is not relevant and I would like it to be greater tii&n it 
is, whatever its source and however great or little it is. But you do have some »». 
of keeping yourself, I do not. I have to Measure every penny. I have run out of copying 
papers for ay copying machine and gone for long periods unable to replenish it. There was, 
as you know, an event followed by a continuation of events that were quit® trasua&tic to 
us, especially to Lil. They were also financially ruinous. This was followed by whatever 
pressures wore or ..are not applied after Whitewash, oa which I have enough to live on 
for ay reasoning active years still coning to rao. And little or no possibility of col- 
lecting. That and what X have done sine ■ then has Hade no a pariah, so there is just 
about; nothing 1 can soil. In short, unlike you, I do not have Boat of ay life ahead 
of K6i, I have hdd aore bad years than you have been out of diapers if not aliv®, and 
they are without prospect. 

are living £or all but 3 1/2 Months of the year on liil’s iacoae of two days of 
work a week, at ssiiiisuss W-ge, plus the snail revenue that is not incone because I still 
owe about $5,000 to the printer, froia the persisting sale of say original books. We sleep 
on shoots past their useful life in a house whose roof has leaked since we have boon 
hcre^ walking on threadbare rugs, without re«Ueat in our diet, and our travel reduced 
to the ^i|g| 0 h|caus® our car lias over 115,000 wiles on it and because putting gas into 
scans we a»7 soaefhing else. I do the grocery shopping days I take Idl to cr iron work 
to save ten lousy wiles of driving to take her to the store and back. Most of the clothes 
we wear and^all tliat x wear are the rejects of others. Our regular incone is $32 a week 
plus a saali civil service annuity Lil had been receiving for two Months. And you tell 
what can afford to do? Whoa our Medical insurance alone takes sore than half Ml *« 
assured iuco&e before deductions? 

± can’t afxord to drive to the Archives, the only practical way because of the bus 
schedule ( $5.00 fare plus driving to and parking at bus station). If I could, it would 
cost .«» another $3.00 for just parking, how these nay be insignificant costs to you but 
they ,are not to ise. 

ft 

Thesis sore X could say about no #ey but I think it is unnecessary. 

I have not had & vacation since before I started farcing in 1943 because of the cost 
of a strange notion I had that I ®s owed those like you who were casing along whatever I 
could do to sake the world a less repressive place. These gffegfeat extorted their separate 
costs. They and this extrotion go back to 1939, long before you were even a grfhrw 
glsast in any eyes. As a consequence of the® I have lived, and poor Idl has 
struggled with what appears to be beyond your comprehension ana certainly is 
outside your sensitivities. 



To put this in & sor* graphic fora, there was a tine when I was going to hew Orleans 
to work when 1 lived on What could then be sk had, a single 190 hanburger a day. Now you 
|Enow ^ lSre trying to do the work that could be done. Hor was anyone else of whom 1 
lawea,, including the rich. Nor was there any subsidy. There was a tine when dinner invita- 
tions were few when x lost 15 lbs in one trip. I had to iiave other clothes, so 1 bought 
* rejected suit for $3.99, the only clothes x have bought since we first -'act. X wean ntt 
eves s; pair of cocks. Bhen despite say personal revulsion I did offer to^ down for the 

Sfw<5S*in l t0 ** K?* 1 wwidUiag to live 
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**»'*'“ « fcwx- ana « jaau t srfuT c» acoasionsu 01 1 or rood, Both accused m of 

panhandling go I guvs* up that laot effort to tlindaiah the disaster you aloe saw. 

lou should renumber that in 11/67, when Harrison seat word to SB that lit* would like 
me i 11 lei. the sight I got there I said it was impossible sad you, wanting «e to go, 
cough. tiia ticket lor i», it was less than SI 5 but that snail buh X would rot spend 
because I could not. 



I could go oa. and one, but X think this should be esoughnto indicate to you that I 
taluk that if you are capable of overcoming whatever foolishness is in your &aafe my 
5235 purpess is to make you a little ashsasd of this needless abuse, this entirely 
ofieusivc- and I believe obscene criticissa of ejs because of sy poverty - vhlchSSxKHStis not 
because X &a not ca.sa.bla of being productive out of being paid for this productivity. 



Tlie facts realty arc as I have told you about the intensity of say work, Howard can 
tell you Pwcause he hue bean here often enough, and **i» knows well enough. Since your 
last silly and annoying insistence on tsy spending time holding you infantile hand for 
whatever reason, ay any 1 s work hgd • began as early as 3 a.m. sue rarely ends bsfo.ro 11. 

JXSls put iu these kinds of hours? ho you think anyone does without at son© point 
having k grin price to pay? 



Howard, in fact, is bore now. He has come down to work on asasosbllrig th® transcripts 
book. Jin had agreed to borrow the extra uonoy to pay hiu. But Howard, unlike you and 
those other '' a iif or ai aas xiot by any means poor and some aulitiaillionaires who owe ue 
nora uiian SI, (XX> I have .-ut out for thess, not counting tiaa, stipulated only that ha 
will accept transportation costa only. We are providing M» with his other needs. 



Because he wanted the ICTinoo, ho want with uu when I took bii to her office this 
a.s. 1 then picked up the sail. In it there was more insanity that I will have to cone 
with on the Hay case and your letter, read it when hi was doing &n errand. He was 
shocked. 



Almost all of Din's worse is v&tlaoutx income. What income he has is little etui it 
is quite new. Yet he is borrowing th© iiotwy it will cost to plant this book. Wo have 
asked and we will ask nobody for a pansy. After this vile thing frois you I will riot 
consider it. We nay liye below the poverty level, but we will live it erectly. There is 
little reason to believe that we will recover out expenses. We will have to give not 
faw&r than G 30-700 copies away, free except f$.r the work "ii anti I will do in ami 1 j wg 
thtsn out at ah added cost of perhaps $.25 each in nailing the®. ^lus, of course, addressing 
that narry envelopes. Without help for those self-appointed bigshots like you. What this 
means is that if there is but one printing we are guarantied a leas, in addition to a 
groat amount of work.. 



Titers is ao self— evaluation X want to spare you. I an trying to hasp these five 
acres under control with a single oparative 20" movie.- r. Were it flat rather than Mountainous 
have you any idea what this scans in sheer exhaustion onjfej? Do have the remotest idea 
of what tills alone scans ia the kinds or expenditures I dare not sake? I don't even get 
the blade sharpened when it is no longer possible to tell that it is & blade. 



Se don't jsretead to tell no fros your comfortable station what I can or cannot afford. 
I have no in.dn.tion of asking any furthexjfeespcmse to this land of insult and if you are 
incapable of understanding that it is needleealy offensive and quite cruel, sorry for yoa±. 



I have tried to tell you the possibilities I sec for sdLsuse of this thing. 1 have taken 
tiae. Maybe u hav» not been as lucid as I could bo. But there is another side, If you feava 
to have Explanations of this nature Bade to you you should be unking yourself if you have 
anything that could bo called politicial understanding. You are the one, r©Ese»b«r, who 
described the original release of th© not suppressed transcripts as the idle siouthiage 
of a bunch of old biddies in a kaffee kiateh. Has your lisit.-c understanding not increased 
in all tnoso subsequent years? laid if you have not learned sore since thou, what else dodo 

it require to,' tall you tiiat your taulcrsfcaiding in natter? of this natures is Iso. than 
you Right SBpre to? I return your return of my $5. Not to stick pp your ass but to stufffi 
in your jaoutn. 



